THE IMPERFECT (PAST CONTINUOUS) TENSE
This tense is used to describe an action that wasntious or habitual eg | was swimming, | usedrtwke.
For TypelVerbs eg éoviedm (work)

To form the imperfect, add simple past endinghéodresent tense stem. So
dovievm (I am working) = dovieva (I was working, | used to work). For example:

ypaem (I am writing) gypaga (I was writing, | used to write)
Eypapeg (you were writing, you used to write)
£ypape etc
Ypapope
YPAQaTE
YPAQave

The stress follows the same pattern as in the sipgdt and always falls on the third syllable fitvaend.
So as with the simple past, an exdras added to make up 3 syllables if necessarin(égoeo above).

For Type 2A and 2B Verbs eg mhdo (speak), Osmpd (consider)

To form the imperfect, the stem is formed from pinesent by replacingie> or -® with otg
The same past tense endings are used. For example:

pAdo (I am speaking) pAovca (I was writing, | used to write)
WAOVGEC (you were speaking, you used to speak)
plovoe etc
HAOVCOE
povoate
piovoave

For these verbs, the stress always falls onthesyllable (whether it is third from the end or not)

Other examples of the imperfect (past continuoeise:

Present Tensge Imperfect

YELG®D I laugh, I'm laughing yelovoo | was laughing, | used to laugh
ayopaloope | We buy, we're buying ayopalaue | We were buying, we used to buy
POTAM | ask, | am asking pPOTOVG | was asking, | used to ask

Kanvilm I smoke, | am smoking Kanvilo | was smoking, | used to smoke
Bewpeite You consider, you're consideringempovoate | You were considering, you used to,...
TEWAG You are hungry TEWVOVOEG You were (you used to be) hungry

For Passive Verbs eg enkdvopat (get up) kxowapar (sleep) The Imperfect is formed as follows

Pr esent | mper fect Pr esent | mper fect
GNKMOVOLLOL GNKOVOLOLVOL KOTLLOLOL KOLLOLOLVO,
GNKAOVEGOL ONKOVOGOLVO Koldoot KOWWOGOLVAL
GNKAOVETOL ONKOVOTOVE KotdTon KOWWOTAVE
ONKOVOUUOTE ONKOVOUAOCTE KOLLOUOOTE KOLUOUOGTE
ONKOVEGTE ONKOVOCOCTE KOWAoTE KOWWOGOOTE
ONKOVOVTOL ONKOVOVIOLGOV KOLLOVVTOL KOLLOVTOLGOLV




